GUIDELINES FOR ANIMAL EMERGENCY CARE
1. Because of the close relationship between the animal and its handler, the handler should be able to accurately judge the condition and well being of his/her animal in the field. If the handler senses that the animal is in some form of DISTRESS, help should be summoned immediately. Help should be requested at the first sign of a problem. Do not wait until the animal is actually DOWN. Remember these animals are extremely loyal and will continue to work to please their handler long after their own well being may be in jeopardy. If the animal is actually DOWN before assistance is requested, successful treatment may be greatly compromised, resulting in some form of permanent brain damage or other disability. 

2. Upon sensing distress in the animal, the handler should immediately radio in to command, describing the symptoms and behavior of the animal. Common symptoms are failure to respond to commands as quickly or appropriately as usual; refusal to drink, eyes not appearing normal (dazed look); nose, chest, head or legs feeling warmer than usual; general disorientation; stumbling; irregular breathing; irregular pulse. 

3. Once command has been contacted, the handler and (human) partner should remove the animal only as far as necessary for safety and shade. Attempt to make the animal as comfortable as possible. Unless otherwise instructed by command, do not try to bring the animal in, as this could seriously aggravate the condition and cause additional stress. Try to keep the animal calm and rested until help arrives. Remember, bringing the animal in may not only create additional stress for the animal, but may also put the well being of the handlers in jeopardy! 

4. Apply those first aid procedures that are possible with field supplies. Document times and procedures applied. If in doubt refer to your animal first aid field book. 

SPECIFIC EMERGENCIES ANTICIPATED IN SEARCH ENVIRONMENT
1. The most common emergency in the South is heat exhaustion. This is extremely dangerous because it can escalate rapidly into heat stroke which can cause brain damage and death- Initial signs in dogs are failure to drink and disorientation; advanced signs are heavy panting, difficulty breathing, rapid pulse and high body temperature. The animal must be cooled immediately, by submerging for brief periods in coot water, not 'ice water. Animals will cool more quickly by using areas of the body where there is little fat and where veins run close to the skirt In most animals these are the legs, head, and chest Cooling of the massive body areas, such as the back will be less effective. Keep wet and cool until rectal temperature drops below 103 degrees for dogs and 100 degrees for horses. Encourage the animal to drink but do not force water. Dogs do not sweat and so use their tongues and the pads of the paws for normal cooling. Dogs are often kept in air conditioned homes and although worked regularly, will suffer from long term searches in heat- If collapse from beat stoke has occurred, the dog must be, treated by a veterinarian as severe metabolic disturbances can occur. Horses do sweat and have very efficient cooling systems. In addition, horses are generally kept outdoors and are well acclimated to the heat. However, heavy work in the heat can create heat stress problems for the horse. Running water on the legs, placing cool wet towels on the head (not over the eyes), and then cooling the entire body with running water should also cool horses. Rectal temperature should be monitored. 

2. Insect bites and allergic reactions are common in wilderness search environments, particularly for dogs. If stinging insects attacks dogs, their reaction will be to flee the area and immerse in water if it can be found. The best defense is to flee from the insects, the further you get away the fewer that will continue to follow. Symptoms of insect bites and/or allergic reactions are pain and swelling, particularly of the muzzle and or eyelids, welts may also appear on the body and constant face rubbing is common. If insect stingers are present remove these. Apply cold packs to the swollen areas. Apply 1/2% cortisone cream to the sting area. Give 25-50 mg of Benadryl. If swelling does not subside within 4 hours, or increases, after treatment has been given, care by a veterinarian is necessary. 

3. Wounds, both superficial and severe may occur during a search. The greatest concerns here are controlling bleeding and infection. Control bleeding by direct pressure applied continuously over the wound until clotting occurs. Gauze pads may be bandaged ever the wound to continue the pressure- For less severe wounds, trim hair from around the wound with a disposal razor. Use gauze pads and antiseptic soap to gently cleanse the wound. Apply antibacterial solution or cream. If the wound is on an extremity, a bandage may be applied. Bleeding from tom earflaps may become serious if continuous head shaking results in continued blood loss. Therefore a head bandage of game and tape should be used to pin the ear to the head. The dog should be carefully monitored. 

4. Dust, pollen, and grass seeds may irritate the dog’s eyes or even scratch the cornea. The dog will squint, rub the eye and there may be a watery discharge. Wash and soothe the eye with fresh water or a commercial eyewash preparation. Check the eye for a foreign particle and remove with a cotton-tipped swab, unless the particle is embedded in the cornea, which will require veterinary care. 

5. Broken bones or sprains may occur during search operations. These are very painful injuries and the animal should be muzzled before treatment. Symptoms include pain, swelling, abnormal angulation, and inability to bear weight. If bleeding is present this must be controlled first Monitor for shock. If veterinary care is not readily available, splitting may be necessary. Do not bandage fractures of the ribs or hips. Transport on a stretcher. 

6. Snake bites, although rare, may be of concern. Generally, dogs are excellent at avoiding snakes, however if the dog feels it must defend the handler, it may intentionally place itself in danger. If a snake is encountered, remain still until the situation stabilizes. Then back slowly away from the area. If a dog is bitten it is important to note the type of snake, a description and the time. Poisonous snakes deliver venom through two fangs, so look for these fang marks. The dog must be immediately restrained and kept calm. Placement in a stretcher is recommended. Bites are painful, so muzzling is necessary. Wash the bite area with soap and water and apply a cold (not ice) compress. Contact the veterinarian so that anti-venom can be prepared and transport the dog immediately.

