FOOD, WATER, AND SHELTER
The planning committee needs to identify sources in the community for the animal's basic needs. 

Where to Find What You Need
Listed below are resources that may be available in the community to assist the shelter in providing food, water, and shelter for animals: 

Food and Water 

· Pet supply stores 

· Feed stores 

· Grocery or outlet stores 

· Pet food manufacturers 

· Public donations 

Shelter 

· Local animal shelters 

· Boarding kennels 

· Dog clubs 

· Cat fanciers 

· Groomers 

· Veterinarians 

· Fairground livestock exhibit areas 

· Pre-approved sections of city/county parks 

· Funeral homes and catering companies (loan canopy tents to protect animals from weather) 

· Empty warehouses 

· Zoos or aquariums 

Caging and Runs 

· Pet supply stores 

· Hardware stores 

· Construction companies 

· Fence rental companies 

· Dog clubs 

· Cat fanciers 

· 4-H 

· Future Farmers of America 

· Fairground poultry area 

· Poultry farmers 

· Portable corral manufacturers 

· Equestrian clubs 

· Horse race tracks 

· Rodeo grounds 

· Riding/boarding stables 

· Feed lots 

· Auction yards 

First Aid for Animals 
Basic Supplies 

· Gauze pads 

· Gauze roll/ bandages 

· Roll of cloth 

· Thermometer 

· Tweezers 

· Hydrogen peroxide 

· Antibiotic ointment 

· Q-tips 

· Instant cold pack 

· Rags/ rubber tubing for tourniquet 

VITAL STATISTICS

Pulse and Heart Rate 
Normal resting rates: 

· Cats: 150-200 bpm 

· Small dogs: 90-120 bpm 

· Medium dogs: 70-110 bpm 

· Large dogs: 60-90 bpm 

Pulse should be strong, regular and easy to locate. 

Checking the pulse 

The easiest place to locate a pulse is the femoral artery in the groin area. Place your fingers on the inside of the hind leg and slide your hand upward until the back of your fingers touches the abdomen. Gently move your fingers back and forth on the inside of the hind leg until you feel the pulsing blood. Count the number of pulses in 15 seconds and multiply that number by 4. This will give you the beats per minute (bpm). 

Temperature 

Normal temperature for dogs and cats: 100-102.5 degrees 
Thermometer should be almost clean when removed. 
Abnormalities are indicated by blood, diarrhea, or black, tarry stool.
