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Three States Awarded Grants to Establish Animal Emergency Response Programs
Award will expand animal disaster preparedness and recovery efforts to 17 states
RALEIGH, NC – (June 8, 2006) – SART (State Animal Response Teams) and PetSmart Charities have awarded Kentucky, Michigan and Virginia each $20,000 in matching fund grants to support the training and certification to establish animal emergency response efforts. These awards were made through a competitive process that involved several states that responded to an RFP on SART’s website.
These funds are part of a $540,000 multi-year grant from PetSmart Charities to State Animal Response Teams (SART) to fund the development of 25 new SART-certified states between 2006 and 2010.  This grant also included fully-funded development grants for both Louisiana and Mississippi. “SART looks forward to working with these states’ existing infrastructures to provide them our expert resources and training to establish their own animal welfare, rescue, recovery and business continuity programs.  SART is grateful to PetSmart Charities for their partnership and ongoing support of our efforts across the country,” said SART Executive Director, Dr. Leonard Bull.  

These five states will join Maryland and current SARTs in North Carolina, Illinois, New York, Connecticut, Colorado, Pennsylvania, Maine, Florida, Georgia, New Jersey and Kansas after they complete planning and training between late 2006 and early 2007. 

ABOUT SART: Founded in 1999, State Animal Response Teams (SART) is a collaboration of interagency state organizations and private animal interests dedicated to the common goal of animal welfare during disasters. Preparation, planning, response, recovery and business continuity during animal emergencies are hallmarks of SART’s efforts.  The SART model utilizes the principles of the Incident Command System (ICS) to train participants to facilitate a safe, environmentally sound and efficient response to animal emergencies on the local, county, state and federal level. For more information, visit www.sartusa.org or call 1-888-989-SART. 
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